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covering are already missing and historic photographs indicate that the stucco exterior survives beneath
this covering and the aluminum canopy. It is recommended that the proposed historic district boundary
could be extended south if the historic exteriors of these buildings were removed. This would extend the
district southward to include the properties on West Maple (numbers 174 and 175). The district would
then abut the two surviving railroad buildings which are National Register listed. The public library is also
National Register listed and it abuts the proposed district across West Maple Street. Fifty-four properties
are included within the proposed district. Fourteen (Site numbers 95, 116, 119, 121, 124, 125, 126, 128,
138, 141, 145, 146, 154, 168) of these are non-contributing properties and there is one vacant lot not
counted.

On one hand the district is visually compelling. The district is compact and focused and there are
numerous large and well preserved buildings in corner settings which give strength to the whole. The
sheer mass of the district with so very many two-story and numerous three-story buildings conveys the
message that this town has enjoyed an unusual commercial prosperity, unusual for a county seat
community. Many otherwise visually compelling buildings are weakened by the removal or covering of
second story windows or the loss of cornice lines and decorative pediments. Any restoration efforts would
naturally improve the visual strength of the district.

There are several weak points within the proposed district. South Second Street is weakened on its
by the Cherokee Times double front (111-13 South Second) which is a modern front. The south side of
the east end of East Main Street is also weak. The property at 123 East Main, a well-preserved two-story
building, is included within the proposed district despite the presence of non-contributing properties to the
west. These properties, located at 117 and 119-21 East Main, are recent buildings and will never be
deemed to be contributing due to restoration efforts. The north side of East Main is similarly weakened by
the presence of a vacant lot at 112 East Main and an adjacent non-contributing property at 114 East Main.
Similarly on West Main two non-contributing buildings are together at 204-206 and 208 West Main.
These can be restored and transformed into contributing buildings by the removal of coverings or
aluminum siding. Finally the structural weakness of 20 West Main poses the threat that the loss of this
building would result in another vacant lot and the loss of an otherwise well-preserved late-1880s
storefront.

West Downtown Cherokee Commercial Historic District:

No contiguous eligible historic district survives west of the railroad tracks despite the fact that only
two of 21 surveyed properties are deemed to be non-contributing properties. These properties are too
broken up by intervening vacant lots, or residential land uses. Two clusters of these buildings might be
considered as potential mini-districts, these being the buildings in the 400s block of West Main and the

500s block of West Elm.
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At the same time a good number of these buildings are potentially worthy of individual nomination
to the National Register of Historic Places. These include the properties at 421-25 (Griffin Building), 424-
26 (Peck Building), and 509 (Miller Building-1914), 508 (Local 179) and 512-16 (Hillside Apartments)
West Main, and 201 South Fifth (Sachse, Bunn & Co. Building). All of these buildings are architecturally
distinctive in their own right, and they played a key role in building up the western commercial part of
Cherokee.

Restoration Recommendations:

These recommendations are offered to building owners under the premise that it is more cost
effective and the result is more honest and pleasing if the storefront works in harmony with the historic
elements of the building. This simple and honest approach means that the owner doesn’t have to .
continually do a theme makeover on the front. The distinctive visual characteristics of the building are
enhanced and these qualities entice customers. Generic modern fronts actually make the building
undistinctive and it loses its uniqueness. Collectively the entire downtown benefits from the individual
restoration efforts of building owners because the downtown once again becomes the visually interesting
and busy place i# should be. Human scale elements such as an open and attractive storefront extend the
warmth and friendliness of the store interiors to the sidewalks. Protective awnings and clear and attractive
signage add warmth and clarity to the downtown experience.

Many possible recommendations are offered for some properties. In most cases these can be
prioritized in terms of cost, reasonability, and visual impact. The motivated owner should take on those
changes which will most directly visually impact the storefront and aid the business.

It is not intended to imply that an owner should see these recommendations as taking the building
back in time and in some manner reducing either profitability or the options of the owner. These
recommendations are intended to show how the good historic characteristics of a property can be
profitably utilized to increase owner options. Attractive historic storefronts can play a leading role in
enhancing the downtown visually and over time they should see a resulting increase in revenue generation.
These projects must pay for themselves over time if they are to be implemented.

This consultant disclaims any professional training as an architect and recommends that professional
guidance should be obtained if property owners proceed to implement any of the following recommended
changes. These recommendations are offered as general advice, advice which is based upon the
consultant’s general familiarity with historic downtown buildings and with the Cherokee downtown.

The best place to start when a building owner wishes to consider one of these options is to take a
look at the particular Historic Preservation “Brief” or summary brochure, that talks more in depth about
the topic. These briefs deal with cleaning masonry, tuckpointing, window replacement, roof repair, water
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problems, and many other topics. The Cherokee Historic Preservation Commission has a complete set of
these briefs.

General Recommendation: Moisture in buildings.

Every building owner should check all building “edges” to make sure that there is no chance that
water is leaking or being wind-driven into the building shell. All drains and gutters must take any water
fully to ground and adequate drainage must then remove that drainage away from the building foundation.
Many alleyway downspouts terminate well above the ground level and water then cascades down and
splashes against the rear of the building. Most inquiries about tuckpointing reflect concerns about mortar
loss in these areas. A downspout extension and some resurfacing is much cheaper than tuckpointing.

General Recommendation: Tuckpointing and sand blasting.

Don’t sandblast. Take a look at the exterior brick on the library and you will see why this is a bad
idea. 112 South Second was also sand-blasted. Sand-blasting removes the hard exterior brick face and
leads to spalling, particularly with softer older brick. If you tuckpoint, target only those areas where it is
really needed. The mortar should be weaker than the brick, more lime, less cement!

General Recommendation: Save the building at 207 West Main.

Saving this historic storefront is an absolute imperative. So is remedying the danger that it
represents to the public. The loss of this building will leave yet another vacant lot downtown and the
visual loss to the potential historic district will be considerable. It is an important building architecturally
and historically. The community should find a community solution to save or at least temporarily stabilize

the upper front.

General Recommendation: Awnings

Building owners on the south side of Main, Maple Streets can ignore this one. Your buildings
never needed them. 222 West Main still has its awning, and the mount for an original awning remains on
the east side of 421-25 West Main. Working awnings can offer an attractive touch to a historic storefront.
They can carry tenant/store signage although this is not recommended because the occupants change
quicker than the awning wears out. They can also do what they are supposed to, protect goods and limit
light during the middle of the day. Working awnings require maintenance and they need to be regularly
adjusted through the day as the sun moves. They restore a nice human scale touch to the storefront and
they draw attention and interest to your business and building. Owners who reopen their transom areas in
stores where the original ceiling height remains should then consider an awning to control interior light.

Specific Recommendation: Decorative pediments.
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A number of downtown buildings have lost their pediments and parapet-cornice elements as well.
These could be replaced fairly inexpensively using metal or even fiber-glass, and the visual effect would be
striking. The Colburn Allison building which lost its upper floor and cornice line would be strikingly
enhanced if it could get its “hat” back on its head. A replacement cornice line and pediment would do this.
Naturally these replacement structures should be windproof and weather proof and they should resemble
the original lost components. '

Building: Comments:
115 South Second The transom area is simply covered atlhough there is an air
conditioning hole on one side.
117 South Second Same comments
110, 112, 114 South Fourth The canopy is below the transom height.
107 East Main cornice and pediment lost
200 West Main cornice and pediment
202 West Main replace original spectacular top
207 West Main replace, matches building to west
213 West Main replace
220 West Main is there, give it some color and restore lettering
223 West Main replace
225 West Main reopen

Specific Recommendation: Expose and replace covered clerestory/transom windows.

These survive intact behind many storefronts. Most were covered up only in recent years. They
offer excellent opportunities to add natural light to the interior, to add a distinctive signage area (see 112
South Second where the upper windows have been used for advertisement) to the storefront, and to
restore the original lines of the historic storefront. The Griffin building at 421-25 West Main offers a
perfectly preserved example of a transom window still open.

Many store interiors have dropped their ceilings, and added air conditioning and other pipes and
wires into the space above that ceiling. It is not necessarily recommended that historic ceiling heights be
restored. Opening the transom area need not require raising the ceiling. The transom area can be simply
boxed and back lit and there are other alternatives. Some storefronts have been recessed or angled and the
reopening of the transom would place it well beyond the storefront. Those situations have to be carefully
investigated. Step one is to determine whether a structural transom is still in place. Otherwise the owner
ends up with an expensive hole in his/her storefront.

South-side of street building owners who have not dropped their ceilings will gain natural light by

reopening their transoms.
Building Comments
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101-03 East Main reopen transom, use for signage
107 East Main same
109 East Main same but has angled recessed storefront.

113 East Main
115 East Main
116 East Main
118 East Main

120 East Main
123 East Main
124 East Main
126 East Main
200 West Main

202 West Main

211-13 West Main

214 West Main
218 West Main
219 West Main
220 West Main
221 West Main
222 West Main
223 West Main

424-26 West Main

508 West Main
509 West Main

investigate

both first level and second floor window transoms
reopen, use for signage

perfect storefront only needs transom open, use for
signage

reopen along with exposing storefront

reopen, use for signage, same with upper windows
reopen, use for signage

same, perfect storefront

rebuild entire storefront, move forward to wall plane, put
in glass panel vestibule, reopen transom, add awning
reopen, use as signage

investigate survival of Woolworths era signage
reopen, use for signage

same

same

same

same

windows are there, reopen

add color to existing bay window -

restore 424 transom

reopen transoms

reopen transom above garage door

212 West Maple investigage, replace canopy with working awning

Specific Recommendation: Uncover and replace/restore second story windows.

These windows survive behind temporary covers in most buildings and if exposed, would greatly
enhance the downtown. The windows should then be decorated with drapes, or back-lit so that the upper
levels have the in use look. These windows offer excellent opportunities for store promotion (they could
be boxed in and lit to present merchandise or seasonal displays for example). The windows at Hawley
Allison were used for this purpose and could be once again.

Building Comments
100 East Main Make use of upper windows which are intact.
102 East Main uncover

101-03 East Main same
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104 East Main
107 East Main
108-10 East Main
113 East Main
120 East Main
200 West Main
201 West Main

202 West Main
203 West Main
211-13 West Main

214 West Main
218 West Main
219 West Main
220 West Main
222 West Main
421-25 West Main

422 West Main
235 West Maple

Cherokee County, lowa

investigate, reopen if present

third floor windows

reopen windows or replace with symbolic window covers
has reduced windows, full sized would look better

third floor windows

windows are intact, uncover

windows all gone second floor, infill with fake or false
muntin panels

windows are gothic, spectacular, reopen

reopen, are intact

reopen, are likely gone in both cases, replace with symbollic
window covers which replicate windows

reopen, eliminate block glass

uncover, they are surely still there

tacky blinds, just a cleanup

reopen

same, use for display

restore reduced windows, originals are gone, put some color
on bay windows

replace glass block with at least symbollic windows

all openings are simply sealed but likely intact

Specific Recommendation: Design store signage which is more effective and in keeping with the
storefront.

A key asset to getting customers in your door is the attractiveness and clarity of your signage.
Some signs are simply slapped on the storefront. Individual recommendations follow.

Building
108 North Second
117 South Second

105 East Main
116 East Main
117 East Main
123 East Main
201 West Main
207 West Main
222 West Main
508 West Main

Comments
Use upper area of front window, remove from door to open transom.
Iowa Realty sign is slapped on, covers interesting parapet front,
move down to transom area.
needs som signage
use transom area for signage
slapped on signage
could use transom areas
rear storefront on Second, use transom area
smaller sign within transom area
restore back-lighting on existing signage
reduce and move to transom or window glass
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208 West Maple slapped on signage, use window front
212 West Maple inadequate signage, move to transom area if possible

Specific Recommendation: Remove temporary storefronts to expose historic storefronts.

This is the most risky of recommendations given the scale of the undertaking. This
recommendation is intended for situations where the historical front was simply covered by an inexpensive
slipcovers. The assumption is that these were mounted on furring strips on top of the original front with
minimal damage to that front. This is not always the case. Sometimes any projecting design element was
cut back and a more structural front was added in concrete or stucco. Obviously the removal of this type
of front will leave a badly damaged historic front. Still, if the goal is to reveal and restore the original
front, it is better to have 90 percent of the front than nothing at all.

Building Comments
110-112-114-116 South Fourth There is a unified stucco front behind the metal cover.
Panels of the cover have already been lost. Remove
both the canopy and cover, restore the earlier front
and install awnings.

120 East Main Historic storefront is there for sure, would look great

123 East Main restore original windows, open transom

204 West Main investigate

207 West Main save this building, remove oversized sign

208 West Main restore the frame front behind covering

213 West Main not a covering but a color, clean off paint or repaint
to enhance detailing

220 West Main a most interesting metal front, give it some color!

225 West Main storefront covering

421-25 West Main put some color into perfect storefront, replace door
which has small window infill

427 West Main _ restore original storefront if present

204 West Maple investigate

208 West Maple restore door surround with glass

Specific Recommendation: Clean discolored stonework.

Several buildings having lovely ornamental stonework would be greatly visually enhanced if the
black (coal dust?) stains were carefully cleaned.

Building Comments
108-10 East Main Cornice line of theater is very darkened.
218 West Main not a real problem but would enhance nameplate
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219 West Main cornice in places
221 West Main stone trim between floors
223 West Main cornice line
509 West Main name plate is discolored

512-16 West Main same
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G. Geographical Data:

The historical and contiguous downtown area of Cherokee, Cherokee County, Iowa is included in
this project. Refer to the attached survey map. The attached maps depict the two survey areas, identify
those properties which are judged to be historically significant and contributing to a National Register of
Historic Places district, and propose boundaries for that district.

Two properties lists, arranged by address (numbered streets and then named streets in alphabetical
order) follow the maps. These can be used to link the survey site numbers which appear on the maps with
the property address and its particular survey site sheet. Additional information is provided for each
building. Those buildings which are located in the proposed historic district are bolded on the address
listing.
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Surveyed Commercial Properties in Cherokee, by address order:

Address Site # Date Date Contributing Integrity Restoration Building
Focal
Range  or Non- Concern Point(s) & Notes Type
s?
Contributing

108 N 2nd 18-00089 1908 c
110 N 2nd 18-00090 1961 nc
112 N 2nd 18-00091 1962 nc
116 N 2nd 18-00092 1953 nc
207 N 2nd 18-00093 1925 c
108 S 2nd 18-00094 1896 1894-98 ¢ despite siding
111 S 2nd 18-00095 1889 nc yes counts as one
113 S 2nd 18-00085 1903 nc yes
112 S 2nd 18-00096 1906 c 1926 addition
114 S 2nd 18-00097 1952 nc
115 S 2nd 18-00098 1919 c transoms in place
117 S 2nd 18-00099 1909 c rehab potential
215 S 2nd 18-00037 c NRHP listed
110-12 S 4th  18-00100 1910 nc yes stucco under

cover
114 S 4th 18-00101 1910 1907-13 nc yes same
116 S 4th 18-00102 1900 c exposed sidewall
S 4th 18-00040 c NRHP listed
201 S 5th 18-00103 1920 c rehab potential
207 S 5th 18-00104 1961 nc
213 S 5th 18-00105 1934 c
110-116 N 5th  18-00177 1946 c same
501 W Elm 18-00106 1945 c
501 W Elm 18-00107 1917 c sep. bldg. on S

5th
504 W EIm 18-00108 1946 ¢
505 W Elm 18-00109 1923 > rear building
505 W Eim 18-00109 1923 c front building
514 W Elm 18-00110 1918 c two buildings
514 W EIm 18-00110 1919 c
100 E Main 18-00111 1914 c rehab potential
101-03 E Main 18-00112 1895 c
102 E Main 18-00113 1889 c windows
104-06 E Main 18-00114 1929 G rehab-transon
105 E Main 18-00115 1914 c windows
107 E Main 18-00116 1896 1894-98 nc yes slipcover
108-10 E Main 18-00117 1920 c clean stone
109 E Main 18-00118 1904 1900-08 c remove awning
111 E Main 18-00119 1889 nc yes wood slipcover
112 E Main n/a vacant lot
113 E Main 18-00120 1919 1915- c upper windows
114 E Main 18-00121 1958 nc new storefront
115 E Main 18-00122 1919 c transoms
116 E Main 18-00123 1937 C transom
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117 E Main
118 E Main
119-21 E Main
120 E Main

122 E Main
123 E Main
124 E Main
125 E Main
126 E Main
128 E Main
200 W Main
201 W Main
202 W Main

203 W Main
204 W Main
206 W Main
205 W Main
207 W Main
208 W Main
210-12 W Main
211 W Main
213 W Main

214 W Main

215 W Main
216 W Main
218 W Main

219 W Main
220 W Main
221 W Main
222 W Main
223 W Main
225 W Main
227 W Main
228 W Main
231 W Main
415 W Main
420 W Main
421-25 W Main
422 W Main
424 W Main
427 W Main
501 W Main
505 W Main
509 W Main
508 W Main
512-16 W Main
204 W Maple

18-00124 1956
18-00125 1892
18-00126 1974

18-00127 1896 1893-98

18-00128 1952
18-00129 1890
18-00130 1928
18-00131 1920
18-00132 1912
18-00133 1947
18-00134 1882

18-00135 1896 1894-98

18-00136 1882

18-00137 1915
18-00138 1888
18-00138 1888
18-00139 1893
18-00140 1888
18-00141 1864
18-00142 1949
18-00143 1909
18-00143 1885

18-00144 1883
18-00145 1968
18-00146 1935
18-00147 1920

18-00148 1914

18-00149 1886 1883-88

18-00150 1915
18-00151 1910

18-00152 1903 1900-06

18-00153 1906
18-00154 1909
18-00155 1961
18-00062 1898
18-00157 1913

18-00158 1919 1915-23

18-00159 1915
18-00160 1890
18-00161 1890
18-00162 1935
18-00163 1914
18-00164 1929
18-00165 1914
18-00166 1925
18-00167 1925
18-00168 1929

yes

yes
yes

yes

yes

yes
yes
yes

yes

yBS

excellent, transom

windows,
storefront

transom, windows
transom

transom

windows, transom
windows
windows,
storefront
windows

double, storefront
slipcover, one bldg

storefront

siding

storefront
double, windows
windows,
pediment
windows,
storefront

windows,
storefront
storefront
storefront
storefront
windows, transom
transom
storefront

NRHP listed

best storefront

storefront

slipcover
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208 W Maple
212 W Maple
215-17 W
Maple

225 W Maple
227-31 W
Maple
235-37 W
Maple

239 W Maple
105 E Willow

Bolded text indicates that property is located within recommended downtown historic district.

18-00169 1947
18-00170 1919
18-00171 1910

18-00172 1847
18-00173 1966

18-00174 1915

18-00175 1944
18-00176 1931

nc yes

storefront

windows

windows

NN =
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Surveyed Commercial Properties in

Cherokee
Address

208 W Main
200 W Main
202 W Main

214 W Main
213 W Main

220 W Main
204 W Main
206 W Main
207 W Main
111 S 2nd
102 E Main
111 E Main
123 E Main
422 W Main
424 \W Main
118 E Main
205 W Main
101-03 E Main
108 S 2nd
107 E Main
120 E Main

201 W Main
231 W Main
116 S 4th
113 S 2nd
223 W Main
109 E Main
112 S 2nd
225 W Main
108 N 2nd
117 S 2nd
211 W Main
227 W Main
110-12 S 4th

114 S 4th
222 \WW Main
215-17 W
Maple

126 E Main
415 W Main
100 E Main
105 E Main

Date Date
Range

Site #

18-00141 1864
18-00134 1882
18-00136 1882

18-00144 1883
18-00143 1885

18-00149 1886 1883-88
18-00138 1888
18-00138 1888
18-00140 1888
18-00095 1889
18-00113 1889
18-00119 1889
18-00129 1890
18-00160 1890
18-00161 1890
18-00125 1892
18-00139 1893
18-00112 1895
18-00094 1896 1894-98
18-00116 1896 1894-98
18-00127 1896 1893-98

18-00135 1896 1894-98
18-00062 1898
18-00102 1900
18-00095 1903
18-00152 1903 1900-06
18-00118 1904 1900-08
18-00096 1906
18-00153 1906
18-00089 1908
18-00099 1909
18-00143 1909
18-00154 1909
18-00100 1910

18-00101 1910 1907-13
18-00151 1910
18-00171 1910

18-00132 1912
18-00157 1913
18-00111 1914
18-00115 1814

by date

Contributing Integrity Restoration Focal Building

Or Non-

Contributing
nc

c

c

c
o
Cc

nc
nc

Concemn Point(s) & Notes

S

yes

yes
yes

yes

yes
yes

yes

yes

yes

slipcover
windows, transom
windows,
storefront
windows,
storefront
windows,
pediment
storefront
double, storefront
slipcover, one bldg
storefront

counts as one
windows

wood slipcover
transom, windows

excellent, transom

despite siding
slipcover
windows,
storefront
windows

NRHP listed
exposed sidewall

transom
remove awning
1926 addition
storefront

rehab potential
double, windows

stucco under
cover

same

windows, transom

transom

rehab potential
windows
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219 W Main
501 W Main
509 W Main
203 W Main
221 W Main
421-25 W Main
235-37 W
Maple

501 W Eim

514 W Elm
115 S 2nd
514 W Elm
113 E Main

115 E Main
420 W Main
212 W Maple
201 S 5th
108-10 E Main
125 E Main
218 W Main

505 W Elm
505 W Elm
207 N 2nd
508 W Main
512-16 W Main
124 E Main
104-06 E Main
505 W Main
204 W Maple
105 E Willow
213 S 5th

216 W Main
427 W Main
116 E Main
239 W Maple
501 W EIm
110-116 N 5th
504 W EIm
128 E Main
208 W Maple
225 W Maple
210-12 W Main
114 S 2nd
122 E Main
116 N 2nd
117 E Main
114 E Main
1710 N 2nd
207 S 5th

228 W Main

18-00148 1914
18-00163 1914
18-00165 1914
18-00137 1915
18-00150 1915
18-00159 1915
18-00174 1915

18-00107 1917
18-00110 1918

18-00098 1919
18-00110 1919

18-00120 1919 1915-

18-00122 1919

18-00158 1919 1915-23

18-00170 1919
18-00103 1920
18-00117 1920
18-00131 1920
18-00147 1920

18-00109 1923
18-00109 1923
18-00093 1925
18-00166 1925
18-00167 1925
18-00130 1928
18-00114 1929
18-00164 1929
18-00168 1929
18-00176 1931
18-00105 1934
18-00146 1935
18-00162 1935
18-00123 1937
18-00175 1944
18-00106 1945
18-00177 1946
18-00108 1946
18-00133 1947
18-00169 1947
18-00172 1947
18-00142 1949
18-00097 1952
18-00128 1952
18-00092 1953
18-00124 1956
18-00121 1958
18-00090 1961
18-00104 1961
18-00155 1961

O00000O0

9]

nc yes

nc yes

O000000O0

3
(9]

yes

J0 0
(9]

yes

O00000000O0

storefront

windows
storefront
best storefront
windows

sep. bldg.on S
5th

two buildings
transoms in place
upper windows
transoms

rehab potential
clean stone
windows,
storefront

rear building
corner building

transom
rehab-transon

slipcover

storefront
transom
windows

same

storefront

storefront

new storefront
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112 N 2nd
227-31 W
Maple

215 W Main
119-21 E Main
2158 2nd

S 4th

112 E Main

18-00091 1962
18-00173 1966

18-00145 1968
18-00126 1974
18-00037
18-00040

n/a

nc
nc

NRHP listed
NRHP listed
vacant lot

NN
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H. Summary Of Identification And Evaluation Methods:

This research effort has strongly relied upon the active involvement of the project manager, Jim
Adamson, and other local volunteers to drive the project forward and to improve the final quality of the
project products. The project manager prepared an excellent video of the downtown buildings which were
to be surveyed and studied. This video brought the consultant up-to-speed on the building types,
characteristics, colors, materials, locations and current uses before the first site visit was made. Another
local volunteer, Doug Pierson, did all of the survey photography and these photographs were available for
the consultant’s first site visit. Finally, the consultant prepared a tenant/owner historical project
questionnaire (attached below) which was distributed by local volunteers to all of the commercial
buildings. The purpose of the questionnaire was two-fold, to involve the owner/tenants in the project,
making them active partners in it, and also to capture whatever knowledge they had available concerning
their buildings. The question-naire focused on identifying previous building tenant firms and in identifying
known storefront changes. The questionnaire also identified a number of “contest” questions which the
project would try to answer. These included such queries as the oldest store building, the longest current
commercial tenant at one location, the oldest firm in town, the oldest living employee of a downtown
business, and so on. The questionnaire effort yielded 38 responses during the course of the project. Nine
responses came from the owners of new buildings in the downtown! The response was helpful and this
success rate was excellent, about one third of the surveyed properties (see copy attached to this report).

The first consultant site visit during October, 1997, had the goals of generating local interest and
excitement in the project, familiarizing the consultant in the downtown area and the broader community,
and exploring the resources of the city historical archives. An additional goal of actually drafting site
sheets in the field didn’t work out so well. The survey photographs were invaluable for discussing the
buildings. The consultant conducted three press interviews and one reporter accompanied the walking
field tour. A public meeting was also held which drew a large audience and generated considerable
interest.

From the start of the project there was some confusion regarding the proper survey boundaries for
the project. The local preservation plan targeted the area lying east of the railroad along Main and Maple
and Second and Fourth Streets and it was estimated that some 60 properties were located there. It became
clear from the start by looking at the fire insurance maps that there was a considerable commercial area
lying west of the tracks, located on West Main, South Fifth and West Elm. This area contained some 20
properties which required survey. Conversely, many of the buildings located east of the tracks were new
buildings or buildings so profoundly altered that they wouldn’t be deemed contributing properties in a
district. These were deleted from the worklist while the others were added. As a result, the total number
of buildings surveyed was greatly increased. The unsurveyed areas were the 200s block of West Willow
(including the buildings fronting on North Second), the several downtown public schools, several churches
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adjacent to the downtown, and a number of newer commercial buildings located on South Second beyond
Maple, and several individual properties of recent date (including the VFW) and several new buildings in
the 100s block of East Maple. There are numerous scattered commercial and municipal buildings which
are north and northwest of the downtown. These all appear to be of recent date save for the power
company. The creamery building and the elevators located along the railroad right-of-way to the southeast
were also excluded. The working definition of the survey area was that of surveying the contiguous
historic downtown and any other contiguous buildings which allowed for the inclusion of other buildings
which could potentially be included in the district. The most problematic survey area was in the 200s block
of West Maple where new buildings and vacant lots intermix with scattered historical buildings.

An excellent downtown study has to offer a detailed study of both the downtown as a whole as
well as of the individual storefronts. The existence of a historical city archives in Cherokee offered a rare
opportunity to complete the sizable survey and still be in a position to speak in some detail about the
development of each building. The Archives had a master list of Cherokee firms and a small proportion of
those firms was sorted by property parcel. The fundamental problem in studying small town commercial
building histories is the utter lack of city directories or any other address-based historical sources which
can link past firms and particular buildings. Usually oral history and historical images must suffice.
Cherokee instituted numbered addresses only at the turn-of-the century and local advertisements had no
reason to provide addresses, up until fairly recent times. The Cherokee Area Archives list of firms and the
partial match with current addresses, plus their unparalleled historical photo collection combine to provide
a historical sense of the tenant history of each building. This baseline can then be combined with
newspaper references to bolster the building use histories. One other invaluable source was a county
courthouse database printout that provided owner’s names and addresses, building legal descriptions,
current name/function, and most useful of all, fairly accurate year of construction dates.

It was hoped that the local press, print and radio would be able to provide on-going “teasers” about
the project and press packets were developed to help them do this. There was a sustained press interest in
the project but no self-generated stories resulted from the packets. The project also divided the downtown
into three beats so that each press entity could develop their own stories and not have to worry about
duplicating the others’ efforts. It was no surprise that the media needed ready to run story lines and had
little capacity to flesh out the general story lines provided them.

The draft summary report and representative site sheets were forwarded to the State Historical
Society for review and comment. From the start the project first sought to obtain accurate construction
dates for every downtown building, to identify the historic name of each, and to obtain newspaper
confirmation of the construction date. This information was then sorted by construction date, and the key
development periods (years when most buildings were built) became the focal points in the district

historical summary.
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The consultant’s initial field visit gathered baseline contextual data, building-specific data,
conducted a field inspection of the alley-way sides of the buildings not visible in the photographs or the
video, and gathered the best historical images. The supplementary fieldwork was completed west of the
tracks with field inspections and photographic work. During December and early January draft site sheets
for all of the properties were prepared. These contained physical descriptions, a historical summary, owner
identifications, legal descriptions and initial National Register evaluations. A strong focus was placed on
determining the most accurate date of construction since this played a key role in determining both
eligibility and the state of integrity. The rush to produce a full set of site sheets was based on the critical
need to make these locally available to the project volunteers, City Archives personnel, and the press, in
order to allow for corrections and additions. These site sheets were returned to the Historic Preservation
Commission, and copies were distributed to property owners and reviewed for accuracy by project
volunteers. This distribution produced a good deal of owner interest during the second consultant visit.

The second site visit took place in mid-March, 1998. Numerous site visits were made to the
properties of those owners who had expressed a special interest in the survey project. The site sheets were
corrected and any critical missing information was located.

The consultant completed some final targeted historical newspaper research, focusing on key
developmental periods in the downtown history. These were now known because relatively accurate
construction dates were now developed. The site sheets were finalized and the project report completed.
A final report presentation took place on June 27, concluding the study effort.



COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL SURVEY
Report Insert: OF THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT OF CHEROKEE, IOWA

Pages 91-92  pygINESS OWNER/TENANT HISTORICAL QUESTIONNAIRE

This historical survey project is described on the reverse side of this questionnaire. Please complete the following questions and return this form to Jim
Adamson, 200 N. Sixth Street, Apt. 11 by November 1, 1997. If you have any questions you can call him at 225-2703. Your interest and participation
is very much appreciated!

The historical building contest is also described on the back of this form. There are the following award categories, oldest commercial building, oldest
part of a historic building, best surviving historic storefront, oldest living former employee, oldest business still in operation in the city and longest stay
by a business in one building. You enter the contest by completing the questions below.

I. What year was your building built?
Who built it?
Who designed it?

What businesses have occupied the building since its construction? Please list the ones that you know of in reverse order (most recent first,
earlier ones after).

Name of Business: Type of Business: Owner of Business: Years in Building
[Examples:

1. Smith Brother' Hardware Hardware Edgar and Joe Smith 1967 to present
2. Piggly Wiggly Store Grocery don't know 2to 1967

b BN

II. When was the present storefront put on the building?

Describe any major changes to the building since construction (fire damage, expansions, major remodelings) and in reverse order.

Event or Change: Date: Description:

Example:

1. Remodeling after fire 1982 Third floor removed, new storefront.

2. Fire damage 1981 damage to third floor, roof destroyed, water damage
1
2.
3.

Do you have or know of any early photographs of your building? If you do please provide the source (if published) or the name of the person who has

the picture.
Name: Address: Phone:

III. Are there any features of the building (inside or outside) which are of particular interest? This might include particular architectural details, historic
signage, original interior features like sales counters, elevators, woodwork, architectural details, machinery or equipment remaining from previous

building occupants. Please describe:

[V. Please give the name of persons who might be candidates for the oldest living employee of a downtown business:

Name: Address: Phone:

V. Please give the name of any business which might qualify as the oldest continuous business in Cherokee:

Name: Address: Phone:

VI. Please give the name of any candidate for the longest stay by a business in one building
Name: Address: Phone:




Historic preservaton is the procsss of idsatifving which hisiorical properties (buildings, sitss, disticts) which can bas: 2! us aboy

yur history, Hisleric propertes ars Liose which ars both imporiant and well enough preservad to t2!l 2 historical sudy, Tre Ciny of

"r.:.': 22 pasticipaizs in the histonc preszration program through its local historical commission (ths Cherokes Kistoric Pras=rv ation
~ission). This comumission serves as an advisory comumission to the cify government in matsrs which iovolve historic propeariies,

o
I

This study and downtown survey is the second effort in Charokss to learn mors about its hisiorically significant properzias.
Lzzezza Conard and Tracy Cunning identified important Illinois Central Railroad properties in Cheroke= in 1988 and the caniral vard was
:st2d on the Natonal Register of Historic Placss two years later. Censultant Molly Myers Naumann prepared a city hisioric pras=rvation
zian fer Cherokes in 1996. She recommended that some 70 downtown buildings be surveved (including the Maple Stra=t ar=2 as well
emwesn rourth and Second Strests). This project will accomplish that study. Mrs. Naumann considzrad the downtown area to te
sotzndally Nadonal Ragister eligible as well.

The project will be accomplished by 2 private consultant. Jim Jacobsen (doing business as Eistory Pays!) and local voluntesrs.
This cuestonnairs is an effort to direcdy involve current downtown building owners and tenants in ths initial research efort. Thns
jowntowT study itself will be complezd by the end of July nexx year.

If 2 downtown historic district is idantified as a result of this study thers ars several important facts that building own=rs and long-
:rm teaants should knoswv. First the district might well exclude some buildings, especially those builcings which are of recant date (post
347) or are so altered as to be not recognizable as historic buildings. Second, any effort to actually nominate such a district requirss the
grz=ment of half of the propsrty owners and is a very public decision making process. Third, having your building included in a historic
istrict does not mean that any design controls will be placed upon your property. The National Ragisier program itself placss no controls
: limitztions on vour private property and dssign controls of any sort can anly be locally put in placs. The City of Cherokes"s historic

resarvaticn ordinance does not provids for any design controls and none ars envisioned. Any such ordirance natrally requirss a public
2cision making procsss. .

The final goal of this study is to improve the economic viability and vitality of the downtown zrza. Historical studies such as this
as can swreagrhen a community’s committment to its downtown. A designated historic downtown 2rza could readily be prooted along
it the several other developing historical and other communicy atiractions. Grants and other funding Tom such varied sourcss as
amTaos

zritages tourism, economic development, historical grants can be mors succsssiully obtained. A rangs of historic preservation Snancial
:czadves can be obtained for property owners or long-term tenants.

.bout This Questionnaire: S -

This questonnaire has besa developed and dismibuted beth to explain the downtown historical study effort and to gzth=r basic
storical information from those who know their buildings the best. Simply write down the informaten that you know or cana 2asily obtain
am others. It is not intended that you do any research yourself or take very much time to fill this out Most of what you will know about
ur building will be of fairly recent date and that is just what is nesded. The last 40-50 years is often ik hardest to research ard “oral
story” is ofien the best way to gat this information. .

You can add questions to the quesdonnaire if we didn’t asik the right ones. If you have other information which you think might be

use jor the study (a.rl:hltc:"'t s or builders plans and specifications, business records, scrapbooks, or whatsver) let us know.

-

bout The Copt_gst:

.. History should never be boring so we are sponsoring a contsst o select “winners” in a number of categories, We will announcs

-ards “Hve desp” in each category so we can have lots of vm:.n._.:.- Your answers to the qucsnon.naxr will eater your business in the
atsst. Hers are the categories:

Oldest Surviving Commercial Building: This is the “wholes building™ award category.

Oldes*c Surviving Part of a Commercial Building: This is the “part of a building” award categery, whers one section of the building is
Best Surviving Historic Storefraut. The best preserved or restorsd commercial facads wins here.

Oldest Living Former Employee: We might create sub-categcriss for former employess and for building owners, sincs tusinsss
T=IE0Up'wears a person out prefy quickly!

Oldest Business Still in Operation in The City: Like the Ceztury Farm prchmu the business can changs names over time 2nd the
szt Dusiness can be very different from the original one but that’s just fine!

Loogest Stay By a Business in One Building: Businesses mcve zround over time so this award cztzgory rewards stiay pue<ness.

- - [ £

:2s 2= ver 1o be determined but &z= publicity will certainly be cnie benefit. Those eatress who can win in multiple categori=s «will really
=t Ve

e oy
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An Account of the Organization of the Cherokee Area Archives

(1978-1996)

The Cherokee County Historic Places and Beautification Committee, which served as a
coordinating group for various county Bicentennial projects, functioned for a period beyond the
Bicentennial years. It was evident that more time would be needed to complete certain projects and it
was hoped that others would be ongoing in future years, most especially those related to historic
preservation and the beautification of our towns and countrysides. Conservation of our natural resources
and of our wildlife were also major concerns.

In 1978 Marguerite Stiles Whiting requested help in locating a permanent repository for the
Nestor Stiles Collection (historical materials related to the Cherokee area which her father, Nestor Stiles,
had accumulated during his lifetime), which was in her possession. Marguerite and her husband, Nestor,
had cared for the collection and had enlarged it over a span of years. In a cooperative, joint effort,
Marguerite agreed to assist a new volunteer group, Friends of the Cherokee Public Library Archives, in
caring for historical materials at the Cherokee Public Library. This group met first at the Cherokee Public
Library and, later, at the Whiting home, where the Nestor Stiles Collection was located. They received
instruction in preservation techniques while working on the Stiles collection. It was planned that this
volunteer preservation group would assist in the care of library materials at a later date.

In the fall of 1979, the Friends of the Cherokee Public Library Archives decided to take action in
meeting two apparent community needs related to the preservation of area history and to the availability
of this information for public use:

1. A safe repository for valuable historical materials which would provide optimum storage

conditions (temperature, light, humidity control, etc.)

2. A central index for local history, which access through a computer, which would include

details and location of historical information available in all area collections.
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On October 29, 1979, an open invitation was extended to all area residents to meet at the Whiting
home to discuss these special needs related to the preservation of area history. The twenty-six people who
attended this meeting included representatives from the Sanford Museum, the Cherokee County Historical
Society, the Cherokee Public Library, the Grand Meadow Heritage Center, the Aurelia Heritage Society
and the Cherokee County Historic Places and Beautification Committee. The Cherokee City
Administrator, the Cherokee County Recorder, the Executive Director of the Cherokee County
Conservation Board, a former Cherokee mayor and other interested persons were present, also. At the
close of this meeting, a six-member Archives Task Force was formed to study suggestions made at this
meeting and to proceed with definite plans for future work. Members of the Task Force included Don
Hankens, Charles Crocker, Stan Oswald, Glenn Klingensmith, Jeannine Berger and John Cook, Jr.

Members of the Archives Task Force and Friends of the Cherokee Public Library Archives held a
number of planning sessions during the fall of 1979. In November of that year, the Cherokee Area
Archives was established. The Cherokee Area Archives was organized as a non-profit corporation on
February 11, 1980. "The purpose of this organization," as stated in the bylaws, "is to oversee the
systematic preservation and safekeeping of historical source materials such as documents, public and
private records, letters, diaries, maps, photographs and other printed and written materials that add to the
story of our history." The first Board of Directors included the following area people: Don Hankens,
Ivagene Hankens, Eleanor Hicks, Gertrude Quinn, Edna Krueger, Elta Hogan, June Blair, Glenn
Klingensmith, Stan Oswald, Jeannine Berger (secretary), Charles Crocker (treasurer), Marguerite Whiting
(director of archival work), John Cook, Jr. (legal counsel and Jean Cook (president).

On November 3, 1982, Marguerite Stiles Whiting conveyed the Nester Stiles Collection with all
additions to the collection to the Cherokee Area Archives.

During the ensuing years, work has continued on the original Nestor Stiles Collection and on
additions to the collection. A permanent home for the archives was a major concern and goal.

Jean Cook, April 4, 1988

February, 1997 Update -- Cherokee Area Archives

Following the conveyance of the Nestor Stiles Collection to the Cherokee Area Archives,
volunteers continued working with Marguerite Stiles Whiting on her father's collection which was housed
in a separate room in her home in the Lundsgaard Addition. The need for a permanent home for the
Cherokee Area Archives reached a crisis stage with the sudden death of Marguerite Whiting in 1985. Dr.
Don Koser, who had followed Jean Cook as president of the Cherokee Area Archives in 1984, located the
first permanent home for the archival collection. In 1986, the archives was moved to the former police



NPS Form 10-800-a OMBE Approval No. 10240018
(Rev. B-BB)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _| Page 96

The Commercial Heritage of Cherokee, Cherokee County, Iowa 1870-1948 Cherokee County, Iowa

station which was in the rear of the old City Hall building on Maple Street. The Cherokee Area Archives
flourished in its new headquarters. For the first time regular office hours were observed for service to the
general public. Proximity to the adjacent Cherokee Public Library was a great convenience to the
volunteers and the general public.

Following the death of Dr. Koser in October, 1987, Delores Richardson was elected president of
the Cherokee Area Archives. She continues to serve as president at this time. Notice of the imminent
demolition of the old City Hall building in 1994 prompted another search for temporary office quarters for
the archives. It was known at this time that the building plans for the addition to the Cherokee Public
Library included space for the Cherokee Area Archives collection. A dream had been realized. Temporary
office space was offered to the Cherokee Area Archives in the building where the Cherokee Chamber of
Commerce and the Cherokee Area Economic Development Corporation offices are located. The Cherokee
Area Archives has been open to the public at set hours at this location since 1994.

Jean Cook, February 27, 1997

June, 1998 Update - - Cherokee Area Archives

Temporary location of the Cherokee Area Archives in the office space housing the Cherokee
Chamber of Commerce and the Cherokee Area Economic Development Corporation has been beneficial
for the archives and most enjoyable and rewarding for the archives staff. Increased public exposure of the
archives to everyday traffic to these offices is one of the numerous benefits from the sharing of office
space. In addition, a close alliance has developed amongst personnel from the three offices.

The $1.5 million addition to the Andrew Carnegie Library in Cherokee is near completion. (In 1985
the library was entered in the National Register of Historic Places.) It includes separate housing for the
Cherokee Area Archives collection, with controlled optimum storage conditions, in the lower level of the
original structure. Dedication of the expanded library facility is scheduled for early fall of 1998. A final
move of the collection to beautiful new quarters which have been carefully planned and constructed for the
care of historical materials is scheduled for the fall of this year.

In the spring of 1998, Delores Richardson and Pat Ellerbroek were elected Co-Chairmen of the
Cherokee Area Archives. Pat is a former Director of the Cherokee Public Library. Margaret Woltman
was elected Sectretary. Tony Peterson is the Treasurer, and John Cook is the Legal Counsel.

There is increased public awareness in this area of the importance of preserving paper materials
related to area history and of the services offered to individuals and groups by this organization. The
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collection is expanding steadily. The Cherokee Area Archives is recognized and accepted as a vital force in
the life of the community.

Jean Cook, June 2, 1998






